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AGENDA

2018 – Call for Applications for Short Scientific 
International Training missions (first trimester).

2018 – Meeting of the Working Group on 
Freshwater Fish Larval Production and Nutrition.

2018 – Meeting of the Working Group on Marine 
Fish Larval Production and Nutrition.

2019 – Course “Nutrition and larval quality of fish 
in aquaculture”.

2019 – Meeting of the Working Group on 
Reproduction and Broodstock Management .

2019 - Meeting of the Working Group on Water 
Management and Larval Health.

2020 – General assembly (second trimester).

2017 – General assembly (1st – 5th May, 
Universidad Nacional Heredia, Costa Rica).

OBJECTIVES

 Improvement of the actual systems for assessing 
the stage of maturity, providing insights into 
reproductive behavior and control of 
reproduction.

 Optimization of zootechnical and husbandry 
procedures for massive fish larval production 
with special emphasis in feeding protocols, water 
quality and microbiota.

 Improvement of fish larval diets (live prey & inert 
diets) regarding their development (precocious 
vs. altricial).

 Development of standardized protocols for larval 
quality assessment at morphological, 
physiological and molecular levels.

 Promote the formation and training of young and 
senior researchers, as well as technicians from 
fish hatcheries.

 Different Working Groups will held regular 
meetings to identify current bottlenecks of fish 
larviculture in the Ibero-American region and 
promote the scientific and technical collaboration 
between partners (academia and industry).

 Maximizing of the number of different scenarios 
of the Ibero-American aquaculture industry 
(species with a high and low technological 
development, pelagic vs. benthic species, tropical 
vs. water temperate species, etc.) in order to 
understand the diversity of larviculture 
bottlenecks. 

METHODOLOGY

LARVAplus is a research and technical network funded by the “Programa Iberoamericano de Ciencia y Tecnología para el Desarrollo” (Programa CYTED) that aims to
generate a place for the exchange of knowledge and experience for the benefit of the development of the Ibero-American aquaculture industry. In particular, the
network is focused on the production of fish larvae and fingerlings, improving the scientific and technological competitiveness of the sector, promoting the sustainable
and responsible growth of the industry, as well as a transversal transfer of knowledge, skills and abilities between the research centers and the industrial sector.

WORKING AREAS AND STAKEHOLDERS HOW TO PARTICIPATE?

 LARVAplus is an open forum of scientific 
collaboration and exchange of knowledge for 
scientists, students, hatchery managers, 
technicians, etc. from Ibero-America (Spanish and 
Portuguese are the official languages). 

 Economical support is provided by the funding 
agency CYTED to cover the organization and travel 
expenses for all the partners of the Network; 
however, meetings, workshops and training 
courses are also open to the rest of the Ibero-
American aquaculture community.


